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As one black person said to me when |
commented that Azapo’s enmity toward
whites was a form of racism in reverse:
‘But you have to understand, Senator,
when it comes to racism, we’ve had the
best teachers in the world — the whites of
South Africa.’
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Changes
are only
of style

OVER a period of some 18 years one
would suppose major changes to
have taken place in any reasonably
developed Western country. And
many South Africans console them-
selves — and seek to ameliorate in-
ternational criticism — with the prop-
osition that politically, this country
has changed substantially since the
mid-Sixties.

Eisewhere on these pages two
men, Robert and Edward Kennedy,
look at our strange society from per-
spectives almost two decades apart.
Their writings reflect some of the
changes that have taken place,
changes of style rather than sub-
stance. The most depressing thing is
not the problems faced by a country
which — as Government apclogists
never tire telling us — is faced with
unique circumstances, but the insub-

stantiality of the progress made to-.

ward reform.

The Sixties were the granite years

of apartheid. Those years are deci-
dedly over, for no longer does the
Government heid with righteous fer-
vour the belief that an equitable solu-
tion to race dlfferences is the policy
of separation.
The apartheld creed, however, has
een eroded, not replaced
The lalR-of reform is all flim-flam: it is
the grudgmg make-do solution of the
sorely pressed, rather than a clear vi-
sion based on the philoscophical re-
jection of racial domination. Because
it is based on the exigencies of the
hour, it is always too little, too late.

Robert Kennedy identified seven
broad areas where blacks were dis-
criminated against. It is true to this
day, that if your skin is biack you still:
@ Cannot participate in the political
process or excercise a meaningful
vote. ,

@ Are restricted to jobs for which no
whites are available.

@ Earn wages lower than those of the
white, for the same work.

® May live only where the Govern-
ment decrees.

® May liye with your family only if the

Govemq;ent approves.

® Are by law and practice, an inferior

it is sall.nary to note that only in the

area of tota! physical segregation has
the situation eased since Robert Ken-
nedy’s visit.

Only lightly camouflaged by the
ethereal clouds of reform, we remain
a society riven with uncertainties,
filled with alienation and mistrust.

By ROBERT
KENNEDY
{who visited
South Africa
in 1966)

T THE southern tip of Africa, the mountains
rise up and then fall sharply to the sea.
The beaches are washed in turn by the harsh
Atlantic and the warm, slow waters of the In-
dian Ocean. There, perched on the rocky slopes of the
Cape of Good Hope, stands the proud city of Cape
Town, a monument to the remarkable fortitude and
vigour of the Dutch, British, French, Africans and
others who have built one of the richest and most
energetic societies in the world.

As our plane banked over the city, strikingly beauti-
ful in the bright sunlight, all of us smiled and talked,
warmed by thé'shared pleasure of beauty and of pride
in human accomphsment

Then a voice said: “There is Robben Island,” and the
plane went silent and cold. For Robben Island is home
to more than 2 000 political prisoners in South Africa
— black and white, professors and simple farmers,
advocates of non-violence and organisers of revolu-
tion, all now bound in the same bleak brotherhood
because of one thing: because they believe in freedom,
they dared to lead the struggle against the Govern-
ment’s official policy of apartheid.

Apartheid, the Afrikaans word for “apartness”, ri-
gidly separates the races of South Africa — three mil-
lion whites, 12 million blacks, and two million Indian
and “coloured” people. It permits the white minority
to dominate and exploit the non-white majority com-
pletely. If your skin is black in South Africa:

B You cannot participate in the political process, and
you cannot vote.

B You are restricted to jobs for whnch no whites
are available.

B Your wages are from 10 to 40 percent of those
paid a white man for equivalent work.

& You are forbidden to own land except in one
small area.

B Vou live with your famlly only if the Government
approves.

Ell The Government will spend one-tenth as much
to educate your ch:ld as it spends to educate a
white child.

You are, by law, an inferior from birth to death.

B You are totally segregated, even at most church
services.



- upon the symbols written

legal for blacks).

During five days this summer, my wife Ethel and I
visited South Africa, talking to all kinds of people
representing all viewpoints. Wherever we went —
Pretoria, Cape Town, Durban, Stellenbosch, Johannes-
burg — apartheid was at the heart of the discussion
and debate. :

Our aim was not simply to criticise but to en-
gage in a dialogue to see if, together, we could ele-
vate reason above prejudice and myth.

At the University of Natal in Durban I was told the
church to which most of the white population belongs
teaches apartheid as a moral necessity. A questioner
declared that few churches allow black Africans to
pray with whites because the Bible says that is the
way it should .be, because God created Negroes to
serve.

“But suppose God is black,” I replied. “What if
we go to Heaven and we, all our lives, have treated
the Negro as an inferior, and God is there, and
we look up and he is not white? What then is our
respomse?”. ..

There was no answer. Only silence.
In Rome, a week later; when Ethel and I met Pope
Paul VI, we discussed South Africa — the loss of
individual rights, the supremacy of the State,’ the
growing rejection of Christianity by black Africans
because, as one of them said, “The Christian God hates
the Negroes.” Distx{égg and ‘anguish showed in the
Pope’s face, the tone of his voice, the gestures of
his hands. L :

-1 'told the Pope about
our visit to the Roman
Catholic church he had
dedicated a few’years
ago in Soweto, the section
of Johannesburg set aside
for black Africans. He re-
membered it well, The
church is not permitted
to'own the property on
which it is built, and the
priests there are under
constant government
pressure ... ..
As with all black Afri-
cans, the lives of the peo-
ple of Soweto depend

below, on Robben Island,
sentenced to life impris-
onment. And as we
turned back to the bright

pondered the dilemma of
South Africa, a land of
enormous promise and
potential, aspiration and
achievement — yet a
land also of repression
and sadness, darkness
and cruelty: .. -

writers, but the greatest,

.. Too Late the Phala-

in their individyal pass- rope and Cry, the Be.-

books. These. must be | |
carried at all times, like °
an automobile registra-
tion — but for human
beings. To he-caught
without one, or ‘Wwith one
lacking the pipper en-
dorsement by an employ-
er,.could mean six
months in prison or exile

to arid, forbidding places
designated ‘‘Native
homelands”.

Except in one small
area, a black ‘African’s
wife must have a special
pass to live with him —
unless both happen to
find work in the same
town. She can visit him
for up to 72 hours, but for
a stated written purpose,
and then she must stand
in line to request her
pass.

Arrests abound under
the passbook law — more
than 1000 every day. To
date, there have been
five million convictions
among the non-white
population of 14 million.

Occasionally, the tor-
tured cry out eloquently,
as one did when convict-
ed of inciting a strike (il-

prepared never to return.
It has a Nobel Peace
Prize winner, Chief Al-
bert Luthuli of the Zulus,
but he is restricted -to a
small, remote farm, his
countrymen forbidden
under pain of prison to
quote his words.

It has some of the fin-
est students I have seen

intelligent, aware, com-
mitted to democracy and
human dignity — but
many are constantly
harassed and persecuted
by the Government.

people, members of the
20000-strong National
Union of South African
Students, crowded Cape
Town’s DF Malan Air-
port as'we landed. The
Nusas — through its
president, a courageous
senior at the University
of Cape Town named Ian
Robertson — had invited
me to make the 1966 Day
of Affirmation address.
The annual day, June 6
this year, formally af-
firms the 42-year-old or-
ganisation’s commitment
to democracy and free-
dom, regardless of lan-
guage, race or religion.

~ That man was now

It had produced great -

Alan Paton, who _wrote

i loved Country, can trav- -
. el abroad only if he is

Some of these young

bustle of Cape Town, I ; nedy.

anywhere in the world — '

Robertson was not at
the airport. Nor would he

be' at the university that

night. At the moment of
our arrival, he sat in his
apartment in Cape Town,
forbidden to be in a room
with more than one per:
son at a time, to be quot-
ed in the Press in any
way, to take part in polit-
ical or social life — pro-
hibited, although he is
studying td be a lawyer,
to enter any court except
as a witness- under sub-
poena.

He wag thus “banned”
for five years by the Min-
ister of Justice, who al-
leged that, in some un-
specified ‘'way, he was
furthering the aims of
communism. But it was

generally accepted that |

young Robertson’s only
offence was to invite me
to speak. il ¢

That afternoon; 1. visit-
ed my host at his' apart-
ment. I presented him
with a copy of President
Kennedy’s book, Profiles
in Courage, inscribed to
him “with admiration”
by Mrs Jacqueline Ken-

I recalled my dinner,
shortly after arrival the
day before, in Pretoria
with politicians, editors
and businessmen, all gen-
uinely puzzled that the
Western _world found
fault with South Africa
when South Africa was so
staunchly " anti-commu-
nist.

‘““But what does it
mean to be against com-
munism, I asked, “if one’s
own system denies the
value of the individual
and gives all power to
the government — just as
the communists do?”

They said South Afri-
ca’s “unique problems”
were internal.

Cruelty and hatred
anywhere can affect men
everywhere,” I said.
“And South Africa could
too easily throw a conti-
nent, even the world, into
turmoil.”

“But you don’t under-
stand,” they said. “We
are beleaguered.”

I could understand that
feeling. The Afrikaners:
people of Dutcn stock
who make up 60 percent
of the white population,
struggled against foreign
rule from 1806 until 1961.
The Voortrekkers (liter-
ally, fore-pullers} opened

up vast new areas‘in ox-

drawn caravans during
the last century, and
their descendants fought
the Boer War.

Yet, who was actually
beleagured? My dinner
companions, talking easi-
ly over cigars and brandy
and baked Alaska? Or
Robertson and Paton and
Luthuli? And the ‘col-
oured population being
evicted from District 6,
an area of Cape Town,
after living there for dec-
ades — its leadership
“banned” for five years
for protesting?

For the Minister of
Justice can deprive a
person of his job, his in-
come, his freedom and —
if he is black — his fami-
ly.
yThe ‘Minister’s word
alone can jzil any person
for up to six months as a
“material witness”, un-
specified as to what. The
prisoner has no Tight to
consult a lawyer or his
family. Without govern-
ment permission, it is a
criminal offence even to
tell anyone he is being
detained.

He simply disappears,
and he may be in solitary
confinement for the en-
tire six months. No court
can hear his case or
order his release. And —
a final touch — he may
be taken into custody
again immediately after
release. Many people
held under this law and
its: predecessor commit-
ted suicide.

The capstone to this
structure of repressive
power is the “ban”. On
his own 'authority, the
Minister of Justice can
ban people from public
life, from leaving their
villages or even their
homes. His victims are
prohibited from contest-
ing the order in court.
Once a person is banned,
it is illegal to publish
anything he says.

A factory worker may
be prohibited from enter-
ing any factory, or a
union official from enter-
ing any building where
there is a union office. A
political party can be
destroyed by banning its
leaders — which is exact-
ly what happened to Alan
Paton’s Liberal Party.
They cannot legally com-
municate with each
other, and the police
watch them constantly.

And all this power is in
the hands of Balthazar J
Voster, the Minister of
Justice, who, incidental-
ly, was interned in South
Africa during World War
2 because of his activities

. in a force that harassed

the British allies.



These things were on
“my mind as I walked
through 18 000 students at
the University of Cape
Town that evening. In the
speech, I acknowledged
the United States, like
other countries, still had
far to go to keep the
promises of our Constitu-
tion. What was impor-
tant, I said, was that we
were trying. And I asked
if South Africa, especial-
ly its young people,
would join in the strug-
gle:

“There is discrimi-
nation in, NMew York,
‘the mczal mequalzty of
apartheid in South
Africa and serfdom in
the mountains of Peru.
People starve in the
streets of India, a for-
mer Prime Minister is
summarily executed in
the Congo, intellectuals
go to jail in Russia,
thousands are slaught-
ered in Indonesia,
wealth is lavished on
armaments every-
where.

“These are differing
evils — but they are the
common works of
man. They reflect the
imperfections of
human justice, the in-
adequacy of human
compassion, the defec-
tiveness of our sensibil-
ity toward the suffer-
ings of our fellows ...
And therefore they call
upon common qualities
of conscience and of
indignation, a shared
determination to wipe
away the unnecessary
sufferings of our fellow
beings ...”

In a response after-
wards, John Daniel, vice-
president of Nusas, was
eloquent and courageous:
“You have given us a
hope for the future. You
have renewed our deter-
mination not to relax
until liberty is restored,
not only to our universi-
ties but to our land.”

The next day I spoke
at the University of Stel-
lenbosch, which has pro-

duced all but one of South .

Africa’s Prime Ministers.

Nestled in a green and

pleasant valley, the first
centre of Afrikaner inde-
pendence, it is the foun-
tainhead of Afrikaner in-
tellectualism today. N

Everyone expected a
cool, if not hostile, recep-
tion. But we were greet-
ed in the dining hall by
the rolling sound of thun-
der — the pounding of
soup spoons on tables, the
students’ customary ap-
plause. It was clear that,
although many differed
with me, they were ready
to exchange views.

At the guestion session,
they defended apartheid,
saying it eventually
would produce two na-
tions, one black and one
‘white. Had not India been
divided into Hindus and
Moslems?

But, I asked, did the
black people have a
choice? Why weren’t they
or the “coloured” people

~ consulted? The black

Africans are 70 percent
of the population, but
they would receive only
12- percent of the land,
with no seaport or major
city. How would they live
in areas whose soil was
already exhausted and
which had no industry?
And they are not being
prepared educationally.
Black children are not
taught in English or Afri-
kaans, but in tribal
tongues, thus cutting
them off from modern
knowledge. Education is
compulsory for whites
but not for non-whites;
thus, one of every 14
white students reaches
the university, while only
one in every 762 blacks
makes it. Indeed, one in
three gets no schooling at
all, and of those who do,
only one in 26 enter sec-
mndary school.
* The following day we
spent three hours in the
~black ghetto of Soweto.
We walked throu, reat
“massesof people”d &&5&
found myself, mai'mg
speechés from: 3
of a church; fro the Toof
of a car.and standing on
a chair in the middle of a
school playground

For five years, until
our visit, the half-million
people of Soweto had had
no direct word from their
leader, the banned Albert
Luthuli. My wife and I
had flown by hehcopter
down the Valley of a
Thousand Hills at dawn
to see him at Groutville,
about 44 miles inland
from Durban.

He is a most impress-
ive man, with a marvel-
lously lined face, strong
yet kind. My eyes first
went to the white goa-
tee, so familiar in his pic-
tures, but then, quickly,
the smile took over illu-

“minating his whole pres-

ence, eyes dancing and
sparkling. At mention of
apartheid, however, his
eyes went hurt and hard.
To talk privately, we
walked out under the
trees and through the
fields.

I gave him a portable
record player and some
records of excerpts of
President Kennedy’s
speeches. He played
President Kennedy's

-civil-rights speech of

June 11, 1963, and we all
listened in silence —
Chief Luthuli, his daugh-

ter, two government.

agents accompanying us,
my wife and I. At the
end, Chief Luthuli, deep-
ly moved, shook his head.
The government men
stared fixedly at the
floor.

In my judgment, the

' spifit of decency and

courdge in South Africa
will nét. surrender. With
all of the difficulties and
the suffering I had seen,
still T felt tremendously
moved by the intelli-
gence, the determination,
the cool courage of the
young people and their
allies scattered through
the land.

(Copyright by Cowles
Communications Inc.
. 1966)

Luthuli —
restricted

Paton —
restricted




By EDWARD
KENNEDY
(who visited
South Africa
this month)

n many ways, South Africa has changed

very little in the 18 years beiween my
brother’s visit and my own.

Anycne who travels to your country still encoun-

ters ‘an awesome natural beauty, made more stnkrng

and ironic by the ugly *
and unnatural works of
apartheid — the hostels,
the relocation camps, the
bannings, the political
prisons, the rigid segre-
gation of neighbourhoods.
It is hard to believe
1 xSame country

4 in, both the
soaring. splendour of
Table Mountain, lTooming

joyously over Cape Town, _

and the sad graveyards
filled with black children

at.Onverwacht, where _

the Government official
in charge did not even
know the rate of mfantr
mortality.

}knew I would encoun- '

ter a difficult situation,
yet I also thought it
might be more hopeful
than it was in 1966. After
all, the passage of time
should heal some wounds
— and provide some
chance for peopleto
move closer together. ™

Instead, I found a
South Africa of increas-
ing polarisation and
alienation, of suspicion
and mistrust on every
side.

As one black person
said to me when I com-
mented that Azapo’s en-
mity toward whites was
a form of racism in re-
verse: “But you have to
understand :Senator,
when it comes to racism,
we've had tlie best teach-
ers in the ‘world . — the
whites of South: Africa.”

The Stor, for exarnple,
still pubhshes separate

“— editions for blacks and

whites, as though even
the truth has a‘colour
line. And even the so-
called moderate or liber-
al Press seems, in large
part, to reflect a prevail-
ing and narrow view.

Bishop Desmond Tutu .
becomes an object, in the:
newspapers of his own
country, of absurd as-’
saults on his integrity,”
and mindless charges
that he proposes to “ruin”
South Africa.

The Rev Auan Boesak,
one of the bravest and
most decent men I have
ever met, becomes the
target of a smear cam-
paign.

Yet these are the very
leaders to whom not only
black, but also white
South Africans, ought to
look as the best chance
for peaceful change.

“Ratherthan deriding;
| dismissing; or even hat-
'ing the Tutus and the
| Boesaks; South Africa’s
+ dominant powers ought
"'to he talking and nego-
. tiating with them — and

certainly with Nelson

Mandetla.

Isn’t it far better to
plan a non-violent transi-
tion to the future than to
have the future come, as
it otherwise will, in chaos
and destruction?

Yet I sensed a resis-
tance in the white com-
munity far deeper than
that which prevailed 20
years ago, perhaps be-
cause the question now is
less petty apartheid than
the more fundamental
one of equal political
rights.

What good does it do a
black worker in Soweto
to have the “right” to go
to a restaurant in Johan-
nesburg — if he has to

Y

I was told, for instance,
before I came, that the
Financial Matl was an
influential, moderate, re-
spected voice of the busi-
ness community. What,
then, is one supposed to
make of an article which,
among the forest of basic”
factual errors, “reports”
that I ran for President’
in 1968 and 1976 +a bla-
tant falsehood which
even the most elemen-

tary fact-checking could _

have prevented?
Or how is one supposed

to respond when, after a

trave! an hour and a.half -
on:a bus to get there, |
show his pass on demand,

spend half a week’s

wages on a meal, and -
. take -ancther hour and-a

“.half returning, assumiing
he can even find a bus
which is stjll running?

" In South Africa today,

arguments about issues

like this are seldom met
on their own terms; rath-
er, the tendency is to dis-
miss anyone who raises
qucsuons on
grounds; no matter how
irrelevant or untrue.

other -

2.

visit to Onverwacht and
its cemeteries, the reac-
tion in most of South

Africa’s Press is — Ken-
——<"'"nedy must be running for

President?

If that had been my
purpose, I would have
been better off v1sxtmg

"~ Keokuk, Iowa, than Dur-

ban or Johannesburg.

As Isaid while I was in
Cape Town, the real
question is not whether I
will run for President at
some future date,”but
whether, J2nd whéﬁ; a'
black person will b .able
to run for and win-the;
State Presidency of South
Africa.

The most irrelevant
argument of all is that
somewhere else. blacks
are.badly off, and there-
fore their plight in South
Africa js either bearable,
or even a comparatively
positive achievement.

I was astounded that

Foreign Minister Pik _

Botha sought to discredit
my visit by citing statis-
tics about the conditions
of black people in Ameri-
ca — conditions which
are far different, and far,
better than those in South
Africa; condition§ which.1*
have fought long and
hard to improve — and |
which have been aggra- |
vated in reeent years pri-

marily by the domestic
policies of President

Ronald Reagan. !
;. Perhaps the Foreign
Minister should address
his complaints about the;

injustice of the Reagan™’

Budget cuts to the Ad-
ministration’s Ambassa
dor in Pretbria, Herman
Nickel. |
In my own country, in
the 1960s, I rejegted the
spurious contention that
we did not need civil,
rights legislation be:,
cause, as some said;
black Americans were
better off than the black
"people in other countries,
including South Africa.

In the 1980s, I am not
prepared to accept the
same spurious excuse for
apartheid inside South
Africa. Nor am I pre-
pared to accept criticism
about intervening in in-
ternal affairs from.a
South African Govern-
ment” which has illegally
invaded Angola and
which illegally occupies
Namibia. -

1 have spoken against
violations of human
rights in the Soviet
Union; I can do no less in
South Korea or South
Africa.

The challenge for
South Africa-is to put
aside the arguments of
convenience, a pawn in a
debater’s game, and face
the inescapable realities.
But there is very little
evidence that the chal-
lenge is being met.

Instead, during my

.visit, I found almost an’

obsessicn’ with the ques-
tion of where I would
stand on economic sanc-
tions. The very intensity-
of the response beljed the
notion“that sanetions
would be ineffective. And
the record of continuing,
callous disregard for the
rights of the black major-
ity belies the insistence
that whites opposq sanc-
tions because of their
sudden concern for the
welfare of. black ‘South
Africans.” =&
7On my trip, I was talk-
ing not about sanctions,
but about conditions in
South Africa. Now that I
am home, I will do wnat
I believe I should and
must; and despite Mr

-, Nickel's reassurances, I

believe the South African
Government will be
hearing increasingly un-
. pleasant news from
~Washington.

If things do not change,
tough action will be
taken — for the vast ma-
jority of Americans re-
ject both apartheid and
any complicity in it, even
if that complicity, in the
spirit of Orwell’s 1984, is
misnamed “constructive
engagement”.

In the end, however,
the issue is not what I
will do, or even what
America’ will do — but
what South Africans,
white and black alike,
will do to change the
course of a history head-
ing for disaster.

In your ¢ountry, the
extremes sgem to me at
certain ominous points =
the provocations of
Azapo and the brutality
and the ovérreaction of
the secret police; the old
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Whites .

and dominant racism
that degrades blacks; and
the new racism, a minor-
ity .view but a potently
powerful one in the black
community, which would
denigrate the motives
and commitment of all
whites.

If this continues, it will
only strengthen the very
communism which your
Government claims to
oppose. In any event, the
totalitarian grip will
tighten, no one will feel
secure from surveillance
or censorship; not only
will race be pitted
_against race, but groups

““within races will be

turned against one an-
other.

Reason, in resistance,
is the only way to save
-South Africa.

The Government

. should end forced reloca-

<~ tion. It should recognise

“the right of free labour

+ ' unions to bargain and to

"strike. ‘Al political pris-
oners should be released
+ and released now, and
released unconditionally.

With Nelson Mandela, -
Bishop Tutu, Walter Sisu-
lu, Allan Boesak, Beyers
Naude, Oliver Tambo,
and other brave South
{ Africans. who have stood |
against apartheid, the
Government should plan|

a transition to equal po-l

litical rights — not in a

space of decades, but in a

span of years.

I say this not as an
enemy, but as a friend of
South Africa.

The choice is clear —
break the shdckles of
apartheid, the.coils of mi-
nority rule, the. illusion
of a master race. And
when you do, I hope to
return again to your won-
drous land, to a free
South Africa worthy of
the potential greatness of
your nation.

B NOTE: A short para-
graph has been deleted
from this article as it
quotes Winnie Mandela,
who is banned in South
Africa. South African
newspapers are, by law,
" not permitted to guote
these people. — Editor

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1984

SHOCKING STORY

""" THERE have been many dis-

turbing disclosures down the
years about conditions in South
Africa’s overcrowded prisons.
But those contained in the Uni-
versity of Cape Town’s latest
survey,'Children in Prison in
South Africa’, are undoubtedly
among the most shocking.

In parts the report becomes a
dossier of horror, with stories of
juvenile inmates — 97 percent
of whom are black — being
raped by adult prisoners and
terrorised by gangs. Overall it
presents an appaliing indict-
ment of a system that would
seem to be losing touch with its
obligations to children in custo-
dy. And if society is not stirred
into demanding drastic reforms,
it too could have much to an-
swer for. )

Easily the most devastating
finding in the survey is the con-
clusion that there is ‘little real
protection for children in the
criminal justice system’. For it
is a system in which children
can be arrested, detained, tried,
convicted and sentenced with-
out their parents’ knowledge.
And in the words of the report
‘one can only speculate at the
chances of a fair trial’, since the
State does not provide free legal
counsel to indigent accused ex-
cept for capital offences.

The terrible conclusion is that
the law does not encourage the
police or the courts to find alter-

natives to detaining children in
prison. Even innocent infants
find their way behind bars with
mothers who have done no more
than offend the country’s influx
laws.

Let it be said that were it not
for what the study group has
termed the ‘greater openness’ of
the South African Prison Ser-
vices, the whole shocking state
of affairs might still be hidden
from view. At least with the facts
now bhefore the general gaze, the
way is open for public opinion
to exert its pressures. The trage-
dy, of course, is that things
might never have reached such
a sorry pass if officialdom had
shown the same ‘openness’
years ago.

As things stand the Prisons
Service itseif emerges as an in-
stitution seemingly trying to
maintain professional standards
towards chiidren in its care, but
hogtied by inadequate facilities
and overwhelmed by the scale
of the problem.

So what is to be done about it?
Some far-reaching reforms have
been suggested by the director
of UCT’s Department of Crimi-
nology, including raising the age
of criminal responsibility and
creating special facilities for
children in detention. These
would seem to be minimum re-
quirements. There needs to be a
full investigation aimed at wip-
ing the slate clean.




THE senior senator
from Massachusetts
_was received as a
‘news subject by South
Africa’s black Press
nearly as enthusiasti-
cally as Mary Jo Ko-
nechne would have
greeted a lifejacket at
Chappaquiddick.

And almost all was
vehemently positive:
City Press came out
with a souvenir supple-
ment “Kennedy in SA”,
veteran journalist
Percy Qoboza exhorted
the American to “ride
on, brother, ride on”,
Natal’s [langa suggest-
ed that his strong criti-
cism of the South Afri-
ca situation would
bring about real and
meaningful change,
and the Sowetan devot-

d two leaders to the
visitor, attacking those
who shouted “go home
Yank”.

Qoboza, writing in
his City Press column
“Percy’s Itch”, has per-
haps over-estimated
Senator Edward Ken-
nedy’s power and popu-
larity back home: “Our
fate may hinge on
what Kennedy tells
1JS”, he heads his com-
ment, stating his belief
that in 1988 the United
States will elect this
man President.

However, he also
comments on the sharp
political divisions with-
in the black communi-
ty which have been
highlighted by Teddy’s
trip.

Azapo supporters
may find that their
demonstrations were
the biggest error of
judgment the organisa-
tion has ever made, he
writes.

“Indeed, for the first

time, Azapo got maxi- -

mum favourable pub-
licity on SABC radio
and television —- even
getting guarded acco-
lades from Current Ai-
fairs and the Citizen.”
Which surely says
more about the double
standards and hypocri-
sy of some sections of
the media than about
Azapo’s politics.

Care has been taken
to distance Kennedy's
hosts Bishop Desmond
Tutu and Rev Allan
Boesak from the con-
troversial aspects of
the tour.

Abuse directed at
Kennedy and his party
is abused directed at
them, warns Qoboza.

A City Press leader
describes the carpet-

bagging Kennedy as
“an impeccable oppo-
nent of the system”
and believes that his
experience of its hor-
rors would further en-
hance his determina-
tion to see change in
this country expedited.

“It was this, more
than anything else,
which prompted Bish-
op Desmend Tutu to in-
vite the senator to
South Africa. For this
we are eternally grate-
ful.

“The majority of
black South Africans
welcome the senator
today. Soweto will roll
out the same red car-
pet his brother, the
later Bobby Kennedy,
trampled on.”

The Sowetan’s lead-
ers are tempered with
a little more restraint,
choosing rather to use
the opportunity to call
for more unity in the
struggle and re-iterate
some of the many rea-
sons for discontent.

“We do respect Bish-
op Tutu’s right to in-
vite whomsoever he
wishes to visit him in
this country. This is
what democracy is all
about, and the anti-

Kennedy protests only
further highlight the
need for black unity
that is so lacking in
this couniry.”

However, it also
says that it would be
naive to expect that
Senater Kennedy’s
visit is going to make
any difference to the
situaticn.

“Indeed, even if he
did win the next presi-
dential election, he
would have far more
important (for Ameri-
ca) issues to worry
about than South Afri-
ca. :

In another leader the
newspaper takes a long
look at Foreign Minis-
ter Pik Botha’s hand-
ling of the affair, and
notes that “we will, un-
fortunately, have to
learn to live with his
counter-preductive il-
logical over-reaction.”

It reminds Mr Botha
that discrimination as
a state policy has

made it the polecat of
the world, and that it is
therefore undiplomatic
to “rave about the situ-
ation of blacks in
America”. ¢

And last word from
a City Press reader
who ‘‘greatly wel-
comes’” the senator,
but at the same, time
hedges his bets:gpme-
what. He deseribes
himself as being nei-
ther a Black Con-
sciousness supporter
nor anti-Kennedy but
... "I do feel-that
Azapo has a point when
it calls on Kennedy to
go home. Must we look
across the sea — or
even across the bor-
ders of our beloved
land for our blessed
liberators?

“The American sen-
ate will not free us, the
British Parliament wiil
not free us. Even the
Cubans or the Soviets
cannot free us.

“We must do it out-
selves. For once in its

, life Azapo is (just a lit-

tle bit) right.”
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But Btshop, i thought that was one of your Gogsl says Senator Edward Ker-
nedy in this cartoon by Orin Scott of Beeld.

The ‘rotten spms

must be er:

SELDOM has the Afrikaans Press mounted
such a campaign of crchestrated bitterness
and vituperation as it turned on Senator Ed-
ward Kennedy during his visit to South
Africa. At one end of the spectrum Dr
| Willem de Klerk, editor of Rapport, accused
' Senator Kennedy of playing a role in South
Africa that would have befitted a prostitute;
at the other the Transvaler thought it a good
idea to exhume ail the nastinesses of

Chappaquiddick.

In an editorial after
Senator Kennedy’s de-
parture the Burger said
that ‘this personification
of the extremes of arro-
gance, hypocritical moral
standpoints and self-righ-

| teous self-satisfaction’
| had practically had to
: slink out of the ccuntry
| because of the bitfter
polarisation that his visit
had helped to exacerbate
among those in whose
name he had ostensibly
come to speak.

One or two commenta-
tors, however, stressed
that there were lessons to
be learned from the visit.
In Beeld Piet Muller said
one ought to acknowledge
frankly that all the ‘rotten
spots’ the visitor had con-
veniently used as the
background for his televi-
sion pronouncements had
been handed to him on a
platter.

Senator Kennedy’s
effrontery and his over-
simplification of complex
problems did not take
away from our own re-
sponsibility to find the
rotten spots and inequi-
ties and to get rid of them
in the name of fairness
“and justice.

Harald Pakendorf, edi-
tor of the Vaderland,

pointed out that the Ken-
nedy visit had confirmed
the fact that the business
sector, and in particular
its Afrikaans component,
had become an influen-
tial political voice that
was, on certain peints, far
ahead of the Government.

* K K

SENATOR KENNEDY’s
visit to the Nancefield
hostel has turned the at-
tention of more than one
newspaper to the evils of
migratory labour.

Rapport, in a special
article, said there were
much deeper and more
tragic aspects of migra-
tory labour than eight
men living cooped up in a
filthy hovel.

In an editorial Beeld
said it could not be dis-
guised that such condi-
tions called for immed-

‘iate rectification.

Another look should also
be taken at the whole sys-
tem of migratory labour.

* K K

WHERE other Afrikaans
newspapers have hinted
— and in scme cases
more than hinted — that
contact between the Gov-
ernment and the out-
lawed ANC is on some

|

hidden agenda the
Transvaler has given a
firm thumbs-down to any
such idea.

" It welcomed the State
President’s assurance
that no secret meetings
were taking place with
the ANC. However much
South Africa would like
to see a settlement that
included the blacks it

wdicated

The institute consists of
50 people of all popula-
tion groups who ‘seek to
think in obedience to the
Bible’. 1t is probably fur-
ther to the Left than any
other organisation within

the pale of respectable !

Afrikanerdom.
* * *

HAVING excoriated the
Star for using alleged ac-

The Afrikaans Press&

by James McClurg A

was unthinkable that it

would sit at the confer-
ence table with an
organisation that had up
to now committed itself to
violence, terror and in-
timidation in order to
achieve its communist-in-
spired aims.

* Kk &

AN inter-faculty institute
of the University of
Potchefstroom, the Insti-
tute of Reformative
Study, has called for a
five-year plan to draw all
South Africans into the
mainstream of politics.

According to Beeld, a
document submitted by
the Institute to the rector
of the university, Profes-
sor Tjaart van der Walt,
also urges the university
to take its courage in both
hands and open its doors
unconditionally to all
students.

It rejects Christian
National Education, a
concept that has always
been closely associated
with the University of
Potchefstroom.

tions by the secunty po-
lice as an excuse for
publishing scandalous
rumours involving Dr Al-
lan Boesak, Beeld turned
later to the Boesak affair
itself.

If the allegation against
Dr Boesak of an extra-
marital love affair was
true, said Beeld, it would

be the height of Pharisa- |
ism for him to be allowed ¢

to continue in his high ec-
clesiastical posts.

However, if it ever ap-
peared that any State
organisation was setting
out to scrabble around in
the private lives of ‘politi-
cal opponents’ in order to
discredit them, Beeld
would fight it w1th all the
power at its command un-
til it was totally eradi-
cated.

Such methods were not
to be found in decent so-
cieties — only in third-
rate dictatorships.

|

It should not be diffi- |

cult, Beeld said, to find
out who was responsible
for the pamphxet that lay
behind ! incidant,
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one of South Africa’s most distinguished black Journalist

g EORGE ORWELL'S year is mercifully
* behind us. South Africans, however, are
far from able to heave a sigh of relfef.
il If anything, 1985 may yet turn out to be

; our most painful and tragic experience.

towuships is very ugly.

_ Iam by nature an optimist. Noth-
ing has happened to temper my
faith that some day we will come to
terms with our national political
problems.

Yet, spending the festive seascn
in the Vaal complex seriously chai-
lenged that faith. The cost of reach-
ing that accommodation is accumu-
lating at a frightening rate.

I have had a close relationship -

with the Vaal for 21 years. I know
those people well. I have been part
of their daily experiences.

They are, basically, a simJ)le and
hard-working community. They do
not want trouble.

Since the events,of Sharpeville 24
years ago, when gdefenceless men
and women - were<cruelly gunned
down, the-older generation have
been praying that they never go
through the saine experience again.

@ut they had children. And their
children now have children.

The bitterness of 24 years ago is
rearing its ugly face. Rarely have I
seen them so angry, so frustrated.

And, once again, it is insensitive
officialdom that has provoked the
crisis, which has left people dead
and injured, seen property de-
stroyed and communities filled
with rage.
~ I am not writing this piece to
intimidate anybody, but do so as a
duty to my country and my own
conscience.

- Unless white South Africans
wake up ana soon, the Vaal com--

. plex is a threat to peace and stabil-
“ity in 1985. All of us, wherever you
-may be in the corners of Scuth

Africa, are endangered.

Throwing in the might of the po-
lice and the army, as we have re-
cently witnessed, only escalates the
anger. -

Pretoria’s bureaucrats, in the
main, show no understanding for
the feelings of those peopie. But it
does not have to be that way.

It is significant that the crisis
arose after the departure of the for-
mer Administration Board chair-
man, John Knoetze, who moved to
Soweto in the wake of the 1876 un-
rest.

The mood of the people in the >

John Knoetze’s style is different
from most bureaucrats you meet.

One of his first actions when he
came to Soweto was to meet with
the leadgrs of the community. I
mean the real leaders of the cpm-
munity. Ll

-He asked me to arrange meetings
with a wide spectrum of them: Dr

Nthatho Motlana, Bishop Desmond
_Tutu, and the rest. g 0 .

it is a measure of the personal
warmth he developed that when
Bishop Tutw's daughter recently
married John was an invited guest.

’ %mm what the various people in

the Vaal told me over the past days,
that style of persona! contact evap-
orated when John left. His succes-
sor has ignored the real voices of
the people.

The authorities have depended on
the voices of discredited town coun-
cillors who bore the brunt of the
community’s anger. It all started
with rent increases.

When members of my staff gave
me an analysis of the situation in
the area, I was alarmed.

1 phoned the director of the board
to appeal to him to suspend the
increases and make a statement to
that effect.

His attitude was depressing. 1
was not surprised. It simply fol-
lowed the pattern of 1976. .

At that time, after personal ap-
?ceais to. Dr_ Andries Treurnicht
{then Deputy Minister of Education
and Training) and the then Prime
Minister, Mr John Vorster, to stop
enforcing Afrikaans medium edu-
cation, 1 got a similar response.

Law and order would be main- +

tained at all costs. And everyone
knows what those costs were.
The present Administration in
the Vaal Complex believes in the
wer of rubber bullets, teargas
and kragdagidheid. And that will
not werk. *
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The kids there have a spine-chill-
ing message to all of this: “Better be
dead a free man-than alive-as an
oppressed person.”

What is happenin% inthe Vaalisa.

microcosm of what I fear is geing to

hapnen all over the country. And

the crisiz could start in a few days
_ veirel; schoois-Teopen.

It is utterly naive to believe, as so
many do, that rent increases have
nothing to do with education, or that
“outside ‘forces” are using school-
children to advance their aims.

The black kid in the township
classroom bears very little resemi-
blance to the kids at white class-
rooms in the northern suburbs of
Johanneshurg.

Black kids are politicised’ — not
by dark-hearted people in the dingy
aileys of Soweto and Sharpeville —
but by the inherent injustices that
have bedevilled their fathers.-

Their fathers had the patience to
take it. They do not.

If, indeed, we have this situation,
what is the solution?

For the Vaal, I suggest the rent
increases be immediately revoked.
In fact, the entire rental system
sheuld be reviewed.

What we should be paifing isrates
for essential services like water,
electricity, garbage removal and
environmental improvements.

Rents on properties that in real-
ity have been paid off many times
over should not be used as instru-
ments to pay needless bureaucra-
cies.

The Government must get away
from the idea that our communities
can only be made viable by continu-
ously raising rents.

We are part and parcel of an
economic system and it is ridic-
ulous to even think — as Pretoria
does — that we must be treated
differently.

The fact that I am paying the

same tax as anybedy eise infuriates

me when I'dg not have the same
right as anybody else to influence
how my own money is used by the
State. : T

Taxation without representation,
as the British found- generations
ago, i tyranny:-- 7 et oo

1, as a citizen of South Africa —
and I insist that that is what I am —
resent the idea that my citizenship
only goes as-far as fattening the
coffers of the State.

he way out — and the only way
out ~— is for the Government to give
a statement of intent.

And that statement does not lie in
Mr Chris Heunis's safaris {o Um-
tata, BophuthaTswana, Venda, to
hold discussions about the political
future of blacks they perceive to be
“outside the national states”.

Talk to Nelson Mandela instead
ﬁg trying to throw him to the Trans-

ei.

Lift the bans on the African
Natjonal Congress, the Pan-Afri-
canist Congress, the Scuth African
Students’ Organisation, the Black
Peoples’ Cenvention.

Negotiate with them. Let us go
forward te a situation where we can
talk together, using our brains and’
mouths instead of bombs, teargas
and rubber bullets. = .

Violence is endemic in our coun-
try because the Government has
given it ‘a credibility it does not

-deserve.

John Vorster Square’s ninth and
tenth: floors are not going to solve
our political problems; {hey must
be solved in the political arena.

would seriously offer the fol-
lowing schedule to lead up to a nor-.
malisation of our situation: .
® Release all-political prisoners
and allow the unconditicnal return
of political exiles;

® Abolish differential education-
al-systems and place education un-
der one department;

@ Abolish rentals in the case of -
houses cider than 20 years and
grant freehold rights whersby nor-
mal rates will provide the infra-
structure for local authorities;

© Establish a joint security com-
mission to monitor the activities of
the security forces which are large-
ly responsible for the polarisation
among our people;

@ Abolish the pass laws and in-
flux control and grant the right of
all people to sell their labour at the
market of their choice; and

@ Establish merit — and not
colou¥ — as the criterion by which
human value rust be judged.

- It may have become cliched, but

the wards of the late civil rights
leader;;"Dr Martin Luther King, re-
maip s valid today as they evet
were: " *

“Unless we learn to live together
as brothers, we will all perish to-
gether as fools.”
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communify leaders and
trade unionists this week is

‘one of the most Stupid an'd

11in

reckless

ts we have see

‘rer‘em times.

Coming’ 45t md after the

crippling two-day workers’

stayaway, it is fanning tem-

‘pers and causing outrage at
t=]

a time when everybody
should be doing something

to turn the wave of violence

and discontent.

Even major business or-
ganisations — anu ‘U" them
the powes frikaans
body, the j%t;andcjn;r.smum
have come out in the
strongest terms against the
raids.

ul

They rightly pointed out
that they can only further

polarise people and destroy
whatever gains have been

made in maintaining heal-

thy relations.

assive detention ot

November 18th, 1984

. We urgentily ask Law and
Order Minister Louis le
Grange tointervene and re-f
strain the Security Police in §
what we consider to be an ?
obstructive role.

detain  legitimate ¥
leaders without trial
is & provocative act, in
which fhi% country’s
economy suffersin the short
term. and race relations suf-
ferin the long term.

The people they have da,-
tained represent
thousands of Wi

To

their followers “are cluuiy
not - taking kindly to what

has happened.

Mr Le Gmn% has a=spe-
cial zes,.ponszblhty to the
people of this country. And
if he gave the specific in-
structions for these raids
and  imprisonments "ng
owes all of us an
ir;rs 1.

[}

explan

But even more important,
he must see to it that all
those incarcerated are
brought to ~trial im-
mediately — or released.

Rumours are rife in. the
PWYV-townships of another
stayaway from work, and
the “security police’s be-
haviour can only help make
these rumours a reality.

Can’t they learn?

Join Arthur Murrays! Not if you want to
fead a quiet life secluded, sheltered — far
from the maddening crowd. .
Because_ at- Arthur Murrays you'li really
live! There’s so much to do ... soccials,
parties, You'll be painting the town v’ed,
and learning to dance, really dance . . . the
way you've always wanted.
And friends! You'll make more mpnas in
one week than you normally do in a year.
Nice-peogle — warm and welcoming peo-
ple who have decided to get out and iive a
iittlel
You'll have fun — smile, laugh, sparkle —
discover a new YOU, ready to take the
world and shake it up a bit. Suddenly your
phone will be ringing, and your appoint-
ment bock will be chock-a-block.
So if you'd rather let life pass you by and
be dull with a capital D — don’t phone
Arthur Murray for a free trial lesson. -
{Ragret not licensed to teach non-Whites)

Phone Durban 3049363

————— | YOLKSKAS

i Al 22 YEARS OLD INSURANCE
! am 10 months in the BROKERS
country. | am now REQUUES the services

of a’. tngua! short
term ‘insurance clerk,
male or female with a
few years experience.
> This position offers
Phone me, Roy, on and annual bonus +-
3049841/2. normal fringe bene-
Students welcome as| fits, and 5 dayfweek.
iSalary negotiable.
Phone' Mrs.. aguwer
1316528,
I(Remet

earning R4500pm
and drive a Porsche.

If you would like the
same - plus more,

Vhites only.

Europeans
only)

TR e
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TOMORROW is Interna-
tional Human Rights Day.

It has been comme-
morated all over the world
since December 10, 1948,
when the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights
was adopted by the Gener-
al Assembly of the United
Nations.

A case may be made for
detention without trial as a
method of combatting ter-
rorism. By threatening the
safety of the State, terror-
ism threatens also the
rights and freedoms which
the State promises to pro-
vide for its citizens.

One of the objects of
terrorism is to achieve po-
litical ends by violence.

Chis cannot be tolerated in
a democratic State.

Some may challenge the
proposition that South
Africa is a democratic
state. Most blacks certain-
Iy would, It is not the pur-
pose of.this article to dis-
cuss that guestion,

Let us assume therefore
that detention without trial

— By R L SELVAN, member of
rmiember of the Johanne

DETE

the Johannesburg Bar,
sburg brauch of Lawyers for Human Rights

How it worlks

QUOTE!

S

threatened by terrori

&I Unless a balance is struck, the rights and liberties of individuals

will instead be surrendered in the f
defending them. There are also practical consi
main objects of a terrorist movement is to eli
repressive response. Then, the resentment of those oppressed s
increased, resulting in yet greater dedication of
lent actions and an increase in the number of its adherents.

cause of
itions. One of the
t from the State a -

]

s

members to vio-

is morally justified. Even
so, its most enthusiastic
proponents must concede
the need for some modera-
tion in its implementation,
For unless a balance is
struck, the rights and li-
berties of individals threa-
tened by terrorism wiil in-
stead be surrendered in the
cause of defending them.
There are also practi-
cal considerations. One of
the main objects of a ter-
rorist movement is to elicit
from the State a repressive
response. Then, the resent-
inent of those oppressed is
increased, resulting in yet
greater dedication of its

—PETER MANN reports from LO)
- ‘We notice a pattern in countries
Which abuse human rights. South

members io violent actions
and an increase in its ad-
herents,

If the predictable reac-
tion of the authorities to
this is yet more repressive
responses, in the end the
most doleful prognostica-
tions of the most pessimis-
tic among us will be ful-
filled.

These ideas are not
novel. A similar point of
view was put forward by
Advocate D P De Viliiers
in the course of an ad-
dress to the Stellenbosch
Branch of Laywers for
Human Rights on Septem-

later published in Bulletin
1 of Lawyers for Human
Rights in February 1983,

He alse mentioned the
danger that in the eyes of
a great part of the South
African population and of
the outside world the re-
spect in which our proud
system of justice is held
will be undermined.

Sadly, we have to rec-
ord that the authorities
seem impervious to these
ideas. Undoubtedly, deten-
tion under Section 6 of the
TerrorisniAct and its suc-
cessor; Section. 29 of (he
Internal Seeurity Act, has
resulted in subversion

against the State

being uncovered and con-
victions being obtained.
But at what cost? )

And what will the cost
be to the State of the la-
test detentions in the wake
of the unrest in the town-
ships and the massive
stayaway? Can it be
doubted that many thou-
sands of trade unionists
resenting the detention of
their leaders will become
radicals?

And at what cost to the
people most concerned and
their families? In all
Western democracies, lib-
erty and security of the
person is regarded as a
basic human right.

Must we be resigned to
that right being indefinite-
ly suspended in our coun-
try?

As Human Rights Day
approaches it behoves us
all to think about these
matters. For it is not enly
the lawyers whose holy
temple is in danger of
being profaned.

and committee—

|
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Africa fits into that pattern’

AMNESTY International, respected ty Act

watchdog of human rights throughout
the world, is deeply concerned ahout

abuses in South Africa.

4

“Our studies throughout the
have shown that torture
mon in the period between the p

1S most ¢

Press attache Dave Laulicht, in an
interview at Amnesty’s international
secretariat in London, said: “Human
rights abuses are going on in a very
sertous fashion in South Africa. People
have been killed and are being tor-
tured for their beliefs.

“We notice a pattern in countries
which abuse human rights. South Afri-
ca fits into that pattern.”

Of particular concern to Amunesty in
Soutit Africa are:

[J Deaths in detention;

[ The continued use of detention with-
out trial, bannings, imprisonment of
those who refuse military service:

CJ Imprisonment of people for pass.
law offences and the “substantial” use
of the death penalty.

In 1983, the latest year for which
Amnesty has figures, it intervened on
behalf of more than 200 detainees.

Amnesty is most concerned about

- detention without trial, particularly
under Section 29 of ihe Internal ¢

U

being detained by the authoritics and
their appearing in court.

“During that period they are at
mercy of the police. In South Afri-
ca they need never be charged.

“This dramaticaily heightens the
chances of torture.”

Amnesty’s 1984 international r
makes it obvious that South A
has a worse human rights record
all the major Western countries :
as € than, many of
African states she so roundly critic-
ises. .

South Africa’s penchant for deter
tion without trial was shared by
African states.

Amnesty reporied fears
South African refugees in Sw
that South African agents were re-
Spor

among

2

sible for killings of memb

the ANC.
Zinababwe had a

ord as bad as
€ rnme




US ommﬁtmem

THE American Government’s
decision to give Mozambique
limited military assistance il-
lustrates how dramatically
relationships have shifted in
Southern Africa. Ten years
ago an independent Mozam-
bique was widely regarded as
a communist beachhead;
today a conservative Ameri-
can government that mais-
tains cordial relations with
South Africa can also wish te
prop up Mozambique militar-
ily. To distort somewhat the
old Chinese expression: Can
my friend’s friend be my
enemy?

South Africa should wel-
come the development, not
just as a further indication of
waning Soviet influence in
the region but as an Ameri-
can commitment in support
of the Nkomati Accord, which

Peculiar

WHETHER or not Dr Allan
Boesak, president cof the
World Alliance of Reformed
Churches, is involved in an
extra-marital relationship is
a matter for his family and
his colieagues in religion, and
maybe for the public as well,
in view of his public position.
Most people will bear in
mind, however, that there,
but for the grace of God, go a
very large number of citizens
whose private lives have not
been forced into the public
forum by the publication of
ancnymeous pamphliets.

What should, however, con-
cern every citizen is the sug-
gestion that the police or

shows signs of faltering in the
face of renewed activity by
Mozambique rebels. The Ac-
cord gives substance to the
new and coustructive region-
al relationship and it would
be disastrous if it were al-
lowed to disintegrate.

South Africa should redou-
ble attempts to secure a com-
promise between President
Machel’s government and the
rebels. It should ensure that
South African territory or fa-
cilities are in no way used by
private individuals to further
the rebel cause. And if gov-
ernment circles should stlll
contain people who take com-
fort from disorder in Mozam-
bique and are disinclined te
prevent it, the new American
commitment should be
enough to prove how shori-
sightedly foolish they are.

aftfair

some other Government
ageney are responsible for
using dirty tricks to create a
deliberate smear against a
political opponent. If this is
condoned, then nobody,
blameworthy or otherwise,
will be able to consider him-
self or his reputation safe
from such onslaughts.

So far the police have den-
ied responsibility for the
smear. They say they are in-
vestigating the possibility of
bringing charges under the
Police Act. What is needed is
a full inquiry to establish the
truth about this peculiar af-
fair.

Amazing forgetfulness

HAVING come to this coun-
try ostensibly to gauge feel-
ings on disinvestment, 3ena-
tor Edward Kennedy could
hardly have missed the cen-
ral point made at the Dur-
ban prayer breakfast by
Chief Buthelezi, leader of the
country’s largest national
group, that not only the Zulus
but most ordinary working
blacks oppece disinvestment.
Having returned home the

senator reports that the only
people who oppese disinvesi-
ment are white businessiern.
Forgotten, it seems, are Chief
Buthelezi, black business
leaders and the findings of at
least one respected survey to
the confrary. It appears that
when it comes to getting his
facts straight Teddy Kennedy
has not improved much with

age.
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Dominee says SA writers and

O

singers are Satan’s henchmen.

.

SATAN is still weaving his
plots and top South Afri-
can writers are helping
him, 2¢ccording to Dr
MTS Zeeman, an NGK
minister in Pretoria.

He makes this claim in
his latesi book, The Anti-

Christ; the Devil and his -

Henchmen. .
Several top writers,
cluding Andre
Etienne Leroux and Brey-
ten Brevienbach, get a
lasking from the miniSter’s
pen.
But racists, exploiters
and Marxists are not over-
fooked as the busy devil’s
schemes are uncovered
The writers — and
painters, including Pablo
Picasso — are accused of
using their outstanding tal
ent in the wrong direction.
“Skills are used to prop-
agate thoughts which are
unChristian and even anti-
Christian.

“Etienne Leroux is a
typical example. ie is
without doubt an arti
with words and the liter-

in-"
Brink,

song.”

| By Luice Zeeman |

ary structure of his work
is outstandiag. At the
same time each book is a
sermon with the text: Life
is absurd, a tragic comedy,
pointless and without real
meaning.

“He uses vulgar words

cand sexual sceves repes-

*tedly. Satanism is project-

ed as semething natural.

“Here we are dealing
with a fiterary aeo-barba-
vism — a new barbarism
~hich exceeds all the rules
of decency with a chal-
lenging daring.”

Br Zeeman regards pop
nusic, with its “stamping
rhythms and screaming
voices™, as a furious as-
savlt on Western civilisa-
tion.

“The music sweeps up
emotions so that many
don’t feel themselves any-
more and are exposed to
the demonic influences
comveyed by the singer, the
music or the words of the

is also mentioned for
use of God’s name in vaiin
se nog 'n dop L0 O
op is 5o deurme-
God man, life is
¥

kaar. Ag,
so hard and you know I
just wani to be a rock and
roll star. Ag God they just
zot me pissed out of their

heads.”

The minister claims that
the Seviet Union's ban on
pop music fed to a 34 pe
cent drop in the jnvenile
crime rate.

in an Americ
city where this music
often played on "and
radio the crime rate i
percent higher than in :
other town where ¢..ly
good, fight music is broad-
cast.”

e says these are only a

fow of the examples.
“Epough (o
that we uare bei
by a mighty stream of
anti-Christan propaganda
to pave the way for the

illustrate
g flooded




CITY PRESS, November 18th, 1984

‘

BISHOP Desmond Tutu is really driving
white South Africans around the bend.

No amount of superlatives can do just-

ice to me level of hatved his style and

leadership have evoked.

They were stil. reeiing un-
der the shock when he won
the Nobel Peace Prize, when,
like a bolt of lightning, he be-
came the first black church-
man to be elected Bishop of
the Diocese of Johannesburg
- one of the most import-
ant posts in the Anglican
Church. '

The first indication of the
deliberate program of vilifi-
cation against the interna-
tionally respected church
iecader came in the form of a
lead story in a national Sun-
day newspaper, which report-

3 g “re“ol?’!

And just to prove that
there was nothing in it, they
then ‘retr eated to the QOrange
Free State, a_province Swel
tering in the heat of racism,
and gave their ové"whélmmg
judgment — Tutu was th
new Bishop of Yohannesburg

The choice was, so to
speak, the voice of the peo-
ple. ’

Given the history of this
country’s reaction to its no-
ble sons and daughters, theic
is a great'need for the Gov-
ernment to take stock of its:
own attitede:towards Bxsho&
Tutu.

The Gevemmenf must acs

cept the fact that He is a fact
of their lives,

To continue freating him
like a leper only contributes
to raising his stature to incre-

ok

&
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-day for bishops in bid to end deadlock

idgainst Bishop Tutu’s nomi
nation for the position of

=5
=
M f
=
f’i
B
3

the report
e. fact that
the alle
learly

the dwmens
revolt were
racial lines.
Reading between the L;Ac&,
it was suggested that most of
the bishops were sick and
tired of Bishop Tutu’s poli-
tical antics and would, there-
fore, like the position (o be

C

dibie proportions.

To think that this Nobel
Prize winner and now Bn«
shop . of Johannesburg, is
starming the globai communi-
ty with a passport that says
. his nationality is undetermi-
ned, must rank as history’s
miost-bizarre acts,

It only gees to highlight
the 'shortsightedness and in-
sensitive nature of this coun-
try’s government.

His nationality undeter-
mined? Just what are they

% talkmg about? Of course his

f}anonahty is known,
“He is as South African as
e nagmaal in Pretoria and
the braaivleis in the Free
State.

Unfortunately, the right
to that nationality does noi
come through the generosity

taken by a less controversial
figure within the church lead-
ership.

In what seemed to be a
blatant electioneering stunt,
the newspaper report ecven
went as far as nominating its
own candidate.

Nix — the clerics bounced

back. They flayed the news-
paper report — casting aside
their ecclesiastical dignity,

they dug into the report with
unusual gusto.

ofsthe Nationalist Party, but
directly from the hand of
God — the God that Tutu has
served and continues to serve
with humility and distinction.
I am not in the process of

canonising Bishop Tutu - I
do not have the worth to do
that. And neither am I about
to sit in judgment of his,act-
ions and utterances - his
Creator has the sole right over
that.

¥ am merely appalied that
white South Africans refuse
to accept Bishop Tutu for
what he is — the darling of his
people und the  voice of
moderation and sanity in an
insane world.

Or is this asking for some-
thing that borders on a mira-
cle? I sincerely hope not.
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‘and understand
my nightmare
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I READ that Dr Villa-
Vicencio, who has in the past
often thought I was right,
thinks now;that I.am wrong in
passing: moral judgment on
those who advocate
disinvestment.

He thinks I take g simplistic
view of the whole issue.

It seems that I have also
misunderstood the parable of
the sheep and the goats. I
understood Jesus to mean that
if you denied a hungry man
food and thirsty man drink
you were doing something very
wrong.

I deduced from that parable,
which I take very seriously,
that it would be wrong to
advocate any course that
would put a man out of a job.

To' be simplistic is bad

hough, but to fall off one’s
vedestal makes it. worse. One
is hurt, not only in one’s body,
but also in one’s pride. There
is only one sensible thing to do

in these circumstances, and
that is to ge to bed. So I went to
bed, to sleep, perchance to
dream ...

I DREAM

ness. They flattered me too.

They told me my name

was well known in America, al-

most as well known as Gary Play-

er and Chris Barpard, and now of

course Zola Budd and Bishop
Tutu.

"They told me the Americans had
great respect for my moral judg-
ments, and that if I came out for
disinvestment, it would be a cer-
tain winner.

They asked me to become the
president of the World Disinvest-
ment Campaign. They also told me
that if anyone was put out of a job,
it wouldn’t be me. I told them I had
certain moral doubts, but they ex-

hey came to see me, these
Americans, full of righteous-

plained that I was being simplistic.

CGue should bear in mind that
Jesus was talking about meat and
drink, not about jobs. After much
moral wrestling I accepted the ar-
gument. No-one can be more con-
vincing than an American.

Also I must admit that I have
some moral wi esses — one is
vanity and the other is money.

When it was announced, with a
great blowing of trumpets, that 1
had become president of the World
Disinvestment Campaign, my life
changed overnight.

Mr Archimedes, who hadn't
spoken to me for years, came up to
Botha’s Hill to tell me that I was
now the hero of Africa. Professor
F sent me a telegram saying that I
had at last atoned for praising the
Israelis for rescuing their hostages
from the clutches of Idi Amin.

Mr R who had venerated me
when he was young and had ceased
to venerate me when I said that P
W was astute, telephoned to say
that he now venerated me again.

me. He told me one must
pay a price for making a
stand. |

There is, unrest in the
Valley, in Botha’s Hill and
dillcrest -and Kloof and
Westville. I find. that I
spend more and more time
n my study. I pull down the
slinds. I find that I feel
setter when the blinds are
iown.

But Julia comes to tell
ne that there are black
vomen wanting to see me:
she brings their leader intc
ny study, a tall woman for
hese parts, a tall woman
:arrying a child and
iressed in black.

She looks like a sculpture
of the Sorrow of the World.
She gives me the child and I
see that it is dead.

— Why do you give this
to me?

— Because it is yours.

— How can it be mine?
I have never seen you be-
Jore.

— You tock its life, there-
fore it is yours.

She goes out of the study
and calls to me. She points
to the waiting women.

— They will bring you

their children too.

When the police have

taken away the body of the
child I come to a decision. I
get inte my car, my new
bullet-proof car, and I drive
to Pinetown and I buy
something I have never
bought before: It is a gun.

I go home and go into my
study with the drawn blinds. .

There, surrounded by all the
hundreds of beooks and pa-
i‘:ers that I wrote for the
World Disinvestment Cam-
paign, I shoot myself to
death.

How could I do such a
thing? How could I bring
such a noble life to such an
ignoble end? How could I
commit such a deadly sin? I

am {illed with an agony of
remorse. The burden of it is
intelerable. I wish only to
die.

But ... what am I
talking about? Am I not
dead already? No I am
not! The whole thing is
an unspeakable dream
I am full of joy to realise
that I never had
anything to do with any
campaign for
disinvestment.

I ring up the Rev John
Ndlovy of the Church of

Chief B rang up in a fury and said
that I had destroyed a friendship of
nearly 40 years and that he weuld
never speak to me again. . -

Cables of congratulatiens
oured in from America, Canada,
ritain, Sweden and other coun-
tries. Alas, I lost most of my cap-
italist friends, but one must pay a
price for taking a stand.

I travelled all over the world. T
was welcomed on campuses
which would have shouted me
down a year before. It was nice to
come in oi&olg;the cold.
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Then cang,tfle great day. Rep-
resentatives of America, ada,
Britain, France, West Germany,
Holland and Scandinavian coun-
tries met in London and declared
for total disinvestment (excepi
perhaps for a strategic mineral or
two). Mrs Archimedes came up to
tell me I was the hero of the whole
black world. .

Disinvestment began to bi
Port Elizabeth and East o
became - dead, cities. Even in a

., quiet place like Botha’s Hill
there were daily black que-
ues for food and jobs. g

I must confess I didn’t
iike passing them. Many of
| the people of the Valley of 2

Thousand Hills were my
friends, but some grew
very cold to me.

It was a great shock to
me to hear over the radio
that a mob had burned the
buildings of the Valley
Foundation and the Church
of the:Paraclete to the
ground.i:

I telephoned the Rev
John Ndlove, and told him
that he had my prayers. He

said to me;’we don’t want
your prayers, we want jobs.

Mr Archimedes, who
knows I often go io the
Church of the Pagaclete,
came up to condole with

the Paraclete. Why did
you not ring before, he
asks, I.began to fear
that you were dead.

I hereby solemnly
declare that I will
never, by any word or
act of mine, give any
support to any
campaign that wiil put
men out of jobs — not
even if they promised
me that it would bring
Chernenko down. Gr
Reagan. Or P W Botha.

I rush to the post
office and send a
telegram to Dr Vilia-
Vicencio: three cheers
for simplisticity.




